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Hikari – The Light
Newsletter of the Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta

Minister: Rev. Yasuo Izumi (403) 382-7024
yasuo123@telus.net

I am a Buddhist priest and belong to Jodo 
Shinshu, Pure Land teaching in Bud-
dhism. The founder of Jodo Shinshu is 

named Shinran. He was born in Kyoto, Japan 
in 1173 and died in 1263. During his 90 long 
years of life, there was great calamity in Japan: 
one hundred years of civil war had just come 
to an end; famine, drought and plague were 
found throughout the empire; league upon 
league of the countryside were the scene of 
devastated houses, burned remains, and an 
absence of human habitation of any kind.

One historical record describes: Warriors 
rose to prominence and whether in the West, 
East, North or South, there is nowhere that 
is spared of fighting. The number of people 
who perish seemingly without end is mind-
boggling. It all hardly seems real.

This is the world that surrounded Shinran 
in medieval Japan. There was fear, uncertainty 
and anxiety. And yet he did not succumb 
to these but lived courageously thinking of 
peace and happiness of others. In his letter to 
his followers he wrote: “May there be peace 
in the world, and may the Dharma spread!” 
The Dharma here means the teaching of the 
universal law of oneness.

In 2011, Shinran’s 750th memorial 
observance will be held at our mother temple 
in Kyoto, Japan. Its slogan is “May peace and 
tranquility prevail throughout the world.” The 
slogan for this observance was taken from 

Peace
Shinran’s original 
words which I 
mentioned a mo-
ment ago.

“Peace” is called 
“Heiwa”in Japanese 
which literally 
means “Harmony 
with equality” or 
“Harmony with no 
discrimination and 

prejudice.” We humans tend to discriminate 
against people by their physical appearance 
and attributes such as birth, gender, race, 
colour, religion, occupation, etc. We ordi-
nary people, more or less, inherently have a 
discriminatory mind. Therefore, it is hard for 
human beings establish peace and harmony in 
the world with the sense of equality, with no 
discrimination. In our contemporary society 
we also see various events occur which show 
little or no concern for another’s life, and a lack 
of concern of the importance of the lives of 
others. Through honest and sincere reflection 
we will see the oneness of all our lives. We are 
connected to each other. We are dependent 
upon each other. We live life together with 
each other.

There is a simple story in Buddhist teach-
ing to illustrate this point. It is a story about a 
bird with two heads. At one time there lived 
in the Himalayas a bird with one body and 
two heads. One day one of the heads noticed 
the other head eating some sweet fruit and felt 
jealous and said, “You are always eating sweet 
fruit. It is not fair. You ought to share the sweet 
fruit with me sometime.” But the the other 
head did not do so. The head who complained 
said to itself: “I will then eat poison fruit.” So it 
ate poison and the whole bird died.

The bird is called “Gumyo” meaning “Life 
together”. Whenever we have a thought begin-
ning with “I”, “Me”, “Mine” we have a mind 
of discrimination and prejudice. Two worlds 
appear which we call duality. In this dualistic 
mind we say, “I am right and you are wrong.”, “I 
am good, you are evil.” or “I am pure and you 

are impure.” We must realize that with this 
kind of self-righteous thinking, true peace will 
be never realized. We are really all brothers 
and sisters. We are inter-”I”. we are not sepa-
rated from others but connected with a visible 
and invisible thread, the thread of life.

We humans are self-centred beings filled 
by thoughts of ego, including religious ego, sec-
tarian ego, group ego and not concerned about 
other’s benefits. While we as humans cannot 
see the thread that connects us, Amida’s light 
makes us to see this reality. In this realization 
we are able to walk together to create a truly 
harmonious and peaceful world.

I would like to conclude my talk with a a 
quotation from Dhamapada: “Hatred is never 
appeased by hatred; it is appeased by non-
hatred. Everyone fears violence, life is dear to 
everyone.”

The following is a summary of Rev. Izumi’s talk at 
Inter-Faith dialogue on “Peace”

「名号」（みょうごう）
名号という字は名前の「名」と号令の「号」が

使われています。親鸞様は南無阿 弥陀仏を、仏
様からの「呼び声」と頂かれました。普通は、南無
阿弥陀仏とは

「私」が「となえる」ものと理解されています。
つまり、親鸞様が理解された

「南無阿弥陀仏」と、普通の理解とは全く違
っています。仏様が中心になってい るのと、私
が中心になっているのとの違いです。しかしなが
ら、考えてみると、

「私」とは不完全で頼りない者です。条件に
よって、どうにでも変わります。そ のような不完全
な、簡単に変わるような「私」を頼って毎日を安心
して生きる訳 にはいきません。親鸞様は、「私」
の心を仏様の智慧と慈悲の心に樹（た）てな さ
いと云われました。「樹」とは、しっかりと大地に
根を張っている状態です。 そのような、揺れ動く
ことのな世界に導いて下さっているのが、仏様の

「呼び 声」です。私達の称える「南無阿弥陀仏」
は、仏様のその「呼び声」に応えてい る姿なので
す。「われ称え、われ聞くなれど南無阿弥陀仏、連
れて往くぞの親
仏様）の呼び声」
合掌　開教使　泉康雄
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BTSA President’s Notebook

Thanks to the Coaldale Buddhist 
Church for welcoming the BTSA 
members to their services each 

Sunday while we wait for the new temple to 
be completed.  The Coaldale members have 
been very gracious and generous to our visiting 
members.

A large crowd congregated at the new 
temple on October 19 to see the progress in 
the building.  Brickwork was being completed 
on the northeast corner to allow some of the 
utilities to be installed so that heating could 
be started.  Once the heating is turned on the 
painters will be able to paint the interior.   The 
millwork and floor coverings will then proceed.  
Our hope is to occupy the building by the new 
year.  It was nice to see the parking lot full of 
cars as it will hopefully be a common site on 
Sundays starting in the new year.  Thanks to 
Tak Okamura and Wesbridge for organizing 
this event.  In the past few days the window 

on the west side near the roof was installed.  It 
has a large wisteria etched in it.

We all owe a debt of gratitude to Roland 
Ikuta and the fundraising committee and to a 
large number of private and corporate donors 
who made the fundraising dinner on October 
20 such a great success.  I didn’t the final num-
bers at the time of this writing but understand 
the profit was somewhat in excess of $30,000.  
Congratulations!  Unfortunately for some of 
our BTSA members the event was sold out 
and they were unable to attend.  I understand 
that the fundraising committee is planning a 
second fundraising dinner that will ensure all 
members get a chance to attend.

The Alberta Buddhist Conference was 
held in Calgary on November 8 – 10 and I’ll 
include a summary of it in the next Hikari.  
The theme was “Living the Dharma Today” 
and the guest speaker is Sensei Jerry Hirano 
from Salt Lake City, Utah

If you have experience or interest in serv-
ing on a non-profit board of directors please 
give some thought to running for our own 
board.  The current board of directors has 
worked hard for two years to put the amal-
gamation of the four temples in place.  This 
has been a lot of work and I thank all board 
members for their participation, dedication 
and hard work.  There are still lots of chal-
lenges ahead.  We need to continue work on 
building a unified team from our large and 
diverse membership.  We need to get some 
new blood on the board and I encourage you 
to come forward and make your willingness to 
volunteer known to one of the board members.  
The Annual General Meeting will take place 
in January.

— David Major

Ascent Cycle Ltd  
Kirk’s Tire Ltd.
Asian Supermarket
Land O Lake Golf Club
Asyma Systems Ltd.
Lethbridge Country Club
ATB Financial
Lethbridge Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ltd.
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Lethbridge Fitness Club
Bill & June Terakita
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Lighthouse Japanese Restaurant
Brenda Ikuta
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Canadian Tire Associate Store
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Carefree Express Ltd.
Nevada Bob’s Golf
Casino Lethbridge
Nobby Sudo
Charlton & Hill Ltd.       
Noris Hironaka
Coaldale Food Market

O Sho Japanese Restaurant
Coaldale Pharmacy
Oilmen’s Liquor Store
College Ford Lincoln Ltd
Phillip’s Jewellery
Cornerstone Funeral Home & Crematorium
R. Nakagama Co.
Creative Memories (Teresa Petriw)
Ramada Hotel Lethbridge
Crown Food Equipment Ltd.
Re/Max Real Estate
Cupper’s Coffee & Tea
Regent Restaurant
David Major
Ric’s Grill Lethbridge
Davidson & Williams LLP
Roest Acoustics Ltd.
Davis Pontiac Buick GMC Ltd.
Roy & Pat Sassa
Elements Physical Therapy & Accupuncture Ltd.
Sakai Spice Canada Corp.
Elle A Fashions
ScotiaMcLeod
F. Takeda & Sons Farm
Sears
Fairfield Appliances & Vacuums
Shoppers Drug Mart
FloorRight Interiors        
Sierra Painting & Blasting Ltd.
Foster & Sons Jewellers Ltd.
Sonny Nakashima Farms
Future Shop
Southland Funeral Chapel

Generations Funeral Home Ltd.
Streatside Eatery
Gentlemen Three Men’s Wear Ltd
Suzi Tomita
George Kawade
Taber Transport (1980) Ltd.
Georgio’s Dining Ltd.
The Jasmine Room
Gold & Gold Productions
The Shoe Tree
Great Garb Boutique
Tony Roma’s
Grower Direct
Tonye Truba
H & R Transport Ltd.
Totem Building Supplies Ltd,
Henderson Lake Golf Club
Treats Eatery
Heritage Inn
Trimark Engineering Ltd.
Higa’s Jewellery Ltd.
Vern Miller
Hirano & Heaton Architects Ltd.
Visions Electric
Hi-Way Service Inc.
Visual Effects
Integra Air Inc.
Wesbridge Construction Limited
Janice Noji
Zephyr Impressions
Karen Brownlee

BTSA Fundraising Dinner —THANK YOU 
The BTSA held a fund raising dinner 

at the Regent Restaurant on October 
20th 2008.  There were 150 people in 
attendance.  The event included a 11 
course dinner provided by Wayne Kwan 
and his staff at the Regent Restaurant, 
a silent auction of over 80 items and 
a live auction of over 20 items.  Many 
very generous donations were made for 
this event by the business community 
of Lethbridge.  The MC for the evening 
was Jeff Coffman who entertained the 
crowd and kept the evening running very 
smoothly.  The live auction was highly 
entertaining thanks to the effort of Bob 
Bailog.  Over $30,000 was raised for 
the building fund.  We hope to have a 
similar but slightly lower key event for the 
members at the new temple.

The BTSA Fund Raising Dinner 
Committee extends its sincere appreciation 
to the Firms and Individuals listed here 
for their generous donations of goods, 
services and cash.  A special thanks to Bob 
Balog, Jeff Coffman and Wayne Kwan 
and his staff.  Your generosity has added 
to our Building Fund as we work towards 
completion of our new Temple.
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The BTSA now has an official status as a charitable 
organization. Official tax receipts can now be issued 
by the BTSA for any charitable donations. Any one 
wishing to donate to the building fund can make a 
one time donation or pledge their donation over the 
next 3-5 years. A plaque with the donors name will 
be included in our donor wall. The target for the 
fund raising committee is around $1,000,000. The 
donor levels are as follows:

Diamond = $25,000 or greater
Emerald =  $17,500 to $24,999
Platinum =  $10,000 to $17,499
Gold =   $5,000 to $9,999
Silver =   $2,500 to $4,999
Bronze =  $1,000 to $2,499
(New donors indicated in italic)

Diamond Level Donors
• Rev. & Mrs. Yasuo Izumi
• Richard & Sue Kanegawa - In memory of Mr & 

Mrs Sakuji Kanegawa & Mr Stan Kanegawa
• Noris & Sachiko Taguchi & daughters Louise, 

Patricia, Teresa & Karen
Additional donation in memory of Kohei and 

Hashime Taguchi and Tayeko Terakita
• Mrs Aiko Yoshihara & Family  - In memory of 

Motoharu Yoshihara. 
• Family of Muneo & Toshiko Takeda
• Coaldale Buddhist Church ($50,000)

Emerald Level Donors
• Hideko Oishi & family in memory of Yoichi Oishi
• Sumie, Ken & Jim Tsukishima - In memory of 

Mitsugi (Father), Sagami & Hisataro Tsukishima 
(Grandparents), Kaisuke & Yoshino Hironaka 
(Gr&parents)

• Saburo & Kimino Nishi - In memory of Taichiro & 
Eda Nishi & Bonnie Masako Nishi.

• Rocky & Jean Oishi, Sut & Neva Oishi, Jitsuya & 
Rae Oishi, Mistuko Oishi and Clay Tippet, Gilbert 
& Rose Oishi, Hideko Oishi, Yoshiyuki & Lily 
Oishi, Roy & Luri Nagata, Osami & June Oishi. - 
In memory of Saneyoshi & Chika Oishi

Platinum Level Donors 
• D.J. Major & the Hamabata family in memory of 

Kamasuke Hamabata & Cheryl Prins
• S.K. Ikuta & Family
• Tak & Jan Okamura
• Fujiye Kariatsumari & Family in memory of 

Tokiyoshi & Katsuo Kariatsumari
• Mas & Miyo Sunada
• Mrs Sadae Kanegawa in memory of Stan Kanegawa
• Akira & Lorita Ichikawa -In memory of Michael 

Tatsuya Ichikawa
• Tak & Mitsuko Oga
• Yuichi (Posthumous) & Shizuka Akune & family in 

memory of Ichirohe & Kin Hisaoka
• Tom & Tsuyako Tajiri 
• John & Alice Kanashiro
• Floyd & Yuki Okubo - 
• Shigeru Kounosu -  In memory of Heidi Kounosu.
• Fujiko Okamura & Family in memory of Masaru 

Okamura
• Kinji & Fuji Takeda
• Generations Funeral Home 
• Mas Terakita - In memory of Jane Terakita 
• Makoto Ikuta
• Children of the Fujita Family - in memory of 

Harutaro & Tamiko Fujita
* Jack & Rie Nagai family - In memory of Masako 

Nagai
* Morison Tanaka, Glen & Pam Tanaka, May & Cliff 

Thomas - In memory of Asako Tanaka
• Tashiro & Okuma Families - in memory of Kaz, 

Hatsue & Yoichi Okuma, Yasu & Eiji Tashiro
• Roy Takeda, Barbara Takeda, Gary and Beverly 

McLroy in memory of Nancy Takeda, our    parents, 
grandparents great grandparents, great great 
grandparents - Fusajiro & Yoshi Takeda

* Kaz & Nobs Sugimoto
• Grace Nishimura and family in memory of Takenori 

Nishimura
• Yoshio Tanaka in memory of Kimiye Tanaka
• Louise Nishiyama, Jackie & Barrie Robb, Brian J. 

Nishiyama & Rod Nishiyama - In memory of Jack 
Nishiyama

•	Roy	and	Nancy	Adachi
•	Dr.	Leslie	&	Toyo	Kawamura	in	memory	of	Rev.	
Yutetsu	&	Mrs	Yoneko	Kawamura

Gold Level Donors
• Pat & Roy Sassa in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Tomomi 

C. Okutake & Mr. & Mrs. Tsuneki Sassa
• Kaz & Setsuko Ohno
• Tomiko Kobayashi
• Calgary Buddhist Temple
• Mr & Mrs Mas Fukushima - In memory of Kiyomi 

& Mume.
• Koji & Sumiye Itaya in memory of Shizue & Shunji 

Araki
• Ken & Hiroko Yoshihara in memory of Shintaro & 

Hisa Fujita,  Harutaro & Tamiko Fujita & Harumi 
Fujita

• Sam & Betty Taniguchi - In memory of Mr & Mrs 
Yoshiharu Miyada - Mr & Mrs Kizo Taniguchi

• Hirano & Heaton Architects Ltd.
• Tak & Yoko Tsujita
• Jim & Joan Nakagawa.
• Jiro & Mae  Sasaki
• Ayako Imahashi - In memory of Tanekichi Imahashi 
• Joe & Sumiko Tomiyama
• Hajime (Harry) Sugimoto
• Jim & Daisy Oshiro - In memory of our deceased 

family & friends
• Chizuko Kimura in memory ofToyoichi & Haru 

Matsuno and James T. Kimura
• Roy & Minnie Nakatsuru in memory of Osamu & 

Mayuno Nakatsuru, Denichiro & Iku Kitagawa
• Shirley N. Higa & Robert Miyagawa - In memory 

of Hikojiro & Hisae Miyagawa and Jiro Miyagawa.
• Ted and Joyce Izukawa in memory of the Izukawa 

and Amemori Families
• Marj Fujita, Scott & Linda Fujita Trent and Chris 

Fujita and Grandchildren in memory of Harumi 
Fujita

• Nishimura family in memory of Yosaburo & Maki 
Nishimura, Misao Tatebe & Kimie Nishimura and 
Isamu Nishimura

• Hideko Nishi in memory of Yoshinori Nishi, Mr & 
Mrs H Miyagawa, Jiro, Osamu, Keiko and Masato

Silver Level Donors
• F. Okamura & Family in memory of Ichirohe & Kin 

Hisaoka
• Ichiro & Rumiko Ibuki, Tosh & Marian Ibuki - in 

memory of Saichi & Shizuo Ibuki
• Toronto Buddhist Church
• Frank and Kim Ohno
• Mike Kado in memory of Shizu Kado, Yorio Kado 

and Machiye Kado
• Tadanori and Chieko Sakaguchi
•	Elements	and	Physical	Therapy	and	Acupuncture	Ltd
•	Tom	and	Lily	Kaga	in	memory	of	Natsugro	&	Sute	
Kaga,	Kinzaemon	&Moi	Taniguchi	&	Family

•	Frazer	Valley	Buddhist	Church	

Bronze Level Donors
• Mitsuyo Ohno 
• Tom Ohno – (Carp, Ontario)
• Mrs Toshiko Hase
• Mrs Kay  Higa - In memory of George K. Higa
• Dr. Valerie Boras
• Shinako (Sheila) Higa in memory of Nori Higa
• Grandchildren of Harutaro & Tamiko Fujita in 

memory of Harutaro & Tamiko Fujita &  Uncle   
Harumi Fujita

* Les Higa
• Kimiyo Furukawa in memory of Suey Furukawa
• K. B. Lila, Carly and Stephanie Takeda
• Lethbridge Karaoke Club
• Noriko Oga in Memory of Yoshito Oga
• William and Setsuko Nagai in memory of 

Matsunosuke and Chiyo Nagai
• Shinyuki nad Hisae Kunimoto
• Gene and Shannon Kawade in memory of Shinichi 

and Shizuyo Kawade
• Kosaka family in memory of Shoyozo and Kinu 

Kosaka
• Yoshiye Shirakawa
• Kiyoo & Fumiko Chiba
• JSBTC Women’s federation
• Joyce Miyashita in memory of Shizuo & Toshiko 

Miyashita
•	Gary	Higa	in	memory	of	DAnna	Higa

BTSA Fundraising Updateto mid-October, 2008
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PLEDGE  FORM
I WISH TO SUPPORT THE BUDDHIST TEMPLE OF SOUTHERN ALBERTA

Name:________________________________________________________

Company:_____________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________

City:_______________________________________ Province/State:_______  Postal /Zip Code:_____________

Phone:_________________________  Email:________________________________________

CONTRIBUTION
TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:     $_________________

____ Monthly Instalments of $________ for _____ years  ____ Yearly Instalments of      $________ for _____ years

____ One-time Donation of   $________________  Notation: (Eg., In memory of )__________________________

Signature__________________________________________________  Date____________________

___ I wish for my contribution to remain confidential

Buddhist Temple of Southern Alberta
C/O Treasurer Robert Takaguchi, Box 1249,
Raymond, Alberta T0K 2S0

•	The	Golden	foundation
•	Tonarigumi	Lethbridge	and	District	Japanese	Senioir	
Citizen	Drop	In	Center

•	Mrs.	Alice	Ohashi	in	memory	of	Joe	Ohashi
•	Miyo	Hoyano
•	Susumu	Nakamura
•	Kazumi	Oikawa	in	memory	of	Masami	and	Kanako	
Oikawa

Other Donors
• Duane & Karen Yoshihara in Memory of Harumi 

Fujita
• Tosh & Joyce Saruwatari - Gordon & Joy 

Saruwatari In memory of Juzo & Aiko Saruwatari - 
Kohei & Hashime Taguchi

• Tucker Hironaka
• Joanne Tomiyama & Allard Everdingen - Calgary
• Yoshiko Imahashi & Carolyn MacDonald - Calgary
• Ted & Sue Koyata
• Miyauchi Family - In memory of Shizuo & Tomiko 

Miyauchi
• Reverend Tomofumi Fujii
• Natsuko Sawada
• Dr. Bruce Todd - In memory of Lorraine Aiko 

Hinatsu-Todd
• Robert & Judy Takaguchi - In appreciation of the 

Raymond Pioneer Members
• George & Sharon Nyhoff 
• Martha Katsuta - In memory of Yoichi Oishi
* Yuse & Chiyomi Matsuno
• Tanaka family - in memory of Gene Tanaka
• Keiko Tsukishima - in memory of Tsutomu (Tom) 

Tsukishima & Emiko Catt
• Yosh & Martha Akune
• Setsuko Matsugi
• J. Fukushima Family - in memory of Hiroshi 

(Harry) Fukushima
• Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples of Canada
• Janet & Neil Hinatsu - In memory of Roy Hinatsu 

and Lorraine Hinatsu-Todd
• Haruko Ikeda
• Ron Kanashiro
• Bishop Orai Fujikawa
• Hiroshi Kitagawa
• Doug Mikado
• Kaz Takaguchi, Michael Takaguchi, Leanne & Earl 

Fisher In memory of Yoshifumi Takaguchi, Kichizo 
& Kimi Takaguchi, & Kohei & Hashime Taguchi

• Hiroaki Ohmae In memory of Heidi Kounosu
• Peter Oka In memory of Asako Tanaka
• Hiro & Yoshiko Okishita
• Mary Osaka
• Tomomi Saka - Edmonton
• Seville Land Corporation
• Guek-Yang Tan & MS Guek-Chwee Tan
• Moriguma & Kiyoko Tokunaga
• Hisashi Shimozawa
• Kinuko Matsuno - in memory of Hisashi Matsuno
• Kim and Mits Tsuji in memory of Asakichi & Kimi 

Tsuji and Torazo& Hisako Fukushima
• Ken and Amy Kurio
• Eietsu Chiba
• Fumi Sugimoto in memory of Nim, Chris, Atsushi 

Sugimoto and Shiz Ichino
• Tom Mitsunaga and Jean Quan in memory of 

Nakae Mitsunaga
• Kamloops Jodo Shinshu Temple
• Raymond Pharmacy - owner Wayne A smith
• Ken and Wendy Hoyano
• Estuko Osaki
• Alice Kokubo
• Isamu Koyata
• Wanda Tomiyama
•	Tsuyu	Yasui
•	Kasumi	Matsuda	&	Family	in	memory	of	Roy	
Matsuda,	Ichirohe	&	Kin	Hisaoka

•	Ken	&	Nidori	Tanaka	in	memory	of	Asako	Tanaka
•	Tom	and	Yoko	Matsuno
•	Steveston	Tera	Taiko	Club
•	Soutern	Monument	&Tile	Company	Ltd
•	Ken	Ichino	in	memory	of	Kimi	Ichino
•	Tom	&	Eileen	McKee
•	Tom	&	Mitsuko	Shigehiro	in	memory	of	Saburo	&	
Shizuko	Shigehiro

The BTSA greatly appreciates the contribution 
from the above in starting the fund raising drive.  To 
date we have raised $750,000 in donations or pledges. 

To make a contribution or pledge please contact 
Jim Tsukishima (327-1279) mtsfarm@telus.net, 
Roland Ikuta (317-0078) Rolikuta@shaw.ca or 
send cheques to Robert Takaguchi (P.O. Box 1249 
Raymond, Alberta T0K-2S0).
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Although dharma classes and activities are 
currently on hold, plans are being made for 
the green space right outside the classroom 
windows.  As shown below, it is a basic 
design with space for a play structure 
and plenty of grass for games and rolling 
around.  The very north edge will provide 
an area to plant flowers, and perhaps other 
types of gardens depending on the season.

Since this area is not included in the 
construction, the dharma class will be able to 
get their hands dirty doing the landscaping. 
Planting trees and learning about nature will 
be wonderful lessons for the kids, which they 
will experience first-hand.

The dharma class will be calling on 
volunteers to help with laying sod, 
shovelling pea gravel for the play area, 
digging holes, etc.  This will likely occur 
in the spring of ‘09. If you are interested 
in helping with the manual work or have 
some good ideas, please contact Maya at 
scratchykawa@gmail.com

WINDOW (10’)WINDOW (10’)
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New Temple Dedication

“A building can stand only as tall as its foundation allows.  A temple can only 
grow as much as its members allow.  A foundation is only as solid as the earth it 
sits on. A member is only as enriched as the Nembutsu path (s)he walks”

Rev. Shigenori Makino

Planning and projects are underway for the New Temple Dedication to be held 
April 25 -26, 2009 in conjunction with the Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples 
of Canada (JSBTC) Annual General Meeting in Lethbridge. A dozen people 
attended the first meeting of the New Temple Dedication Committee, October 11. 

Rev. S. Makino, Toronto Buddhist Temple, formerly of Hawaii is being invited to 
give the Dharma message. BTSA members and friends, BCC Ministers, as well 
as assistants and other dignitaries are expected for the dedication events.   Plans 
are underway for a banquet and the dedication/memorial service followed by a 
luncheon. Events will include an Ochigo procession as well as other activities 
for the Dharma kids.  Photos are being collected for a  commemorative “Coming 
Together” slide show and committee members are pulling together budgets for 
the numerous tasks.

There are approximately fifteen committee volunteers and the co-chairs would 
like an even larger group to work on or with the commitee.  If you can help or 
have ideas to share, please contact Harry or Lorita.
harrysugimoto@shaw.ca (320-8170)     lorita.ichikawa@gmail.com (327-1668)

“Buddhism is like a good fluoride toothpaste.  You can look at it and study it all 
you want, but it won’t help you prevent cavities until you apply it.”      

Rev. S. Makino
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Year of Death （死亡年）
2007 . . . . . . . . . .First annual memorial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 year from death
2006 . . . . . . . . . .3rd anniversary memorial  . . . . . . . . . . . .2 full years from death
2002 . . . . . . . . . .7th anniversary memorial  . . . . . . . . . . . .6 full years from death
1996 . . . . . . . . . .13th anniversary memorial . . . . . . . . . . .12 full years from death
1992 . . . . . . . . . .17th anniversary memorial . . . . . . . . . . .16 full years from death
1984 . . . . . . . . . .25th anniversary memorial . . . . . . . . . . .24 full years from death
1976 . . . . . . . . . .33rd anniversary memorial . . . . . . . . . . .32 full years from death
1959 . . . . . . . . . .50th anniversary memorial . . . . . . . . . . .49 full years from death

Regular Events
Southern Alberta Buddhist Choir
Thursday, 7:00pm-8:30pm
Please contact Lorita Ichikawa      

November & December Schedule
１1月と１2月の予定表

November
2 (Sun)  10:30am   Shotsuki Monthly Memorial Service at Coladale
5 (Wed)   7:00pm  Religious Committee Meeting
7 (Fri) - 9 (Sun)  Annual ABC in Calgary
12 (Wed)  7:00pm  BTSA Monthly Meeting
16 (Sun)  10:30am  Regular Service & Stdudy Group at Coaldale
23 (Sun)  10:30am  Regular Service & Study Group at Coaldale
30 (Sun)  10:30am  Regular Service  & Study Group at Coaldale
 2:30pm  Memorial Service at CHR
December
7 (Sun)  10:30am   Shotsuki Monthly Memorial Service
14th (Sun)  10:30am  Regular Service & Study Group at Coaldale
21 (Sun) & 28 (Sun)  No Service
31 (Wed)  11:30pm  Year End Ringing (Joya no Kane) at Nikka Yuko Garden

Study/Discussion Group 
Please feel welcome to join in the BTSA 
study/discussion group on Sundays right 
after the morning service . The purpose of 
meeting is to deepen our understanding 
and appreciation of Buddha’s teachings, 
study the Dharma and facilitate discussion . 
Each study/ discussion group session will 
be preceded by a brief chanting lesson . .

Plese contact Renae Barlow (renaeb@telus .
net) or Rev . Izumi (382-7024) 

Monthly Memorial 
Donations 

Sept. 24-Oct. 22, 2008

Ms . Irene Kariya
Mrs . A . Ohashi
Mrs . Hideko Oishi
Mrs . Fujiko Okamura
Mr . & Mrs .Tak Okamura
Mr . & Mrs . Mas Sunada
Mr . & Mrs . Robert Tak-
aguchi
Mr .& Mrs . Kinji Takeda
Mr . Roy Takeda
Dr . Francis Tateba
Mr . & Mrs . Joe Tomiyama
Mrs . Yoshie Shirakawa
Mrs . Reiko Takeyasu
Mr . & Mrs . Tak Tsujita
Mrs . Keiko Tsukishima
Mrs . Sumie Tsukishima
Dr . & Mrs . Akira Ichikawa
Mr . Dave Kunimoto
Mrs . Katie Nakagawa
Mr . & Mrs . Takumi Oga

Mr . & Mrs . Noris Taguchi
Mrs . Toshiko Takeda
Mr . Mas Terakita .    
Total: $1,225 .00

Note From Treasurers
It has been brought to our 
attention that some mem-
bers are questioning the fact 
that they have not received 
receipts for the donations 
that they have made to 
BTSA . What we have been 
doing is issuing receipts to 
anyone who has made a 
donation to the `Building 
Fund`, since the amount is 
usually much larger and we 
acknowledge to the donor 
that we have received the 
funds . Where we haven’t 
issued receipts is donations 
made to the “Sandai Hoyo’s” 
and the “Memorial Dona-
tions” unless they are not 
members . Since we have 
248 members and if every 

members donated four or 
five times a year, we would 
be issuing over a thousand 
receipts in a year . To save 
costs we decided to issue 
one receipt to each member 
for all the donations made 
by them during the year . The 
receipt will be sent to them 
at the end of our fiscal year 
which is December 31 .

（建設資金以外のご寄付は
年末にまとめて皆様に領収
書を発行いたしますので
ご了解下さい。）

If you have any concerns or 
questions please contact me, 
Robert Takaguchi (403)752-
4012 or Gordon Saruwatari 
(403)752-4078 .

 In Gassho,
Co-Treasurers
Robert Takaguchi & 
Gordon Saruwatari

Donations

A memorial rite marking the death of the 
deceased not only calls for the adornment of 

the shrine and the reading of the sutra but also 
is a precious occasion for recalling the cherished 
memories of the beloved and the most of all to 
realize the blessings of the Light of Wisdom and 
Life of Compassion which embrace us all. (from 
Jodo Shinshu Handbook for laymen)

Buddhist Memorial Service 仏教徒の年忌


